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ditches they became. 

Paul said that halfway through the 
museum, visitors will stop in at the 
Horizon Theater, which serves as the 
transition from the European to Ameri- 
can phase. The theater’s screen is twice 
the size of an IMAX. In front of the 
movie screen will be cast figures of peo- 
ple staring ahead at images of war. 

Berkheiser said some 50-70 life-like 
figures representing everyone from a 
Belgian farm girl to a Doughboy will be 
on display. Onlookers can hear the 
thoughts of each figure by sitting on 
benches located throughout the theater. 

“The idea is to show how the war 
impacted people around the world,” 
Berkheiser said. “You will be able to 
hear their thoughts and understand 
their fears.” 

Though the museum is still in the 
conceptual phase, designers hope to 
include a 15-ft. crater on the American 
side to illustrate the destruction of a 
WWI bomb. As visitors walk through 
the crater, they'll be able to hear voices of 
U.S. troops describing their experiences. 

In the museum’s epilogue section, the 
returning veterans story will be told in a 
yet-to-be-determined fashion. Issues 
such as the fight for the WWI Bonus and 
the establishment of Armistice Day will 
most likely be discussed. 

“We will tell the story of the return- 
ing veteran, though I don’t know how 
big a footprint it will be yet,” Paul said. 

The museum, estimated to cost $26 
million, is scheduled to open in 2006. 
The Liberty Memorial recently under- 
went a $76 million renovation that was 
paid for largely by Kansas City taxpayers. 
Berkheiser said the museum’s funds will 
come from donations made by founda- 
tions, corporations and individuals. 

“Kansas City’s Liberty Memorial 
Museum will be a world-class museum,” 
he stresses. “We are hopeful the Depart- 
ment of Interior will decide to make this 
an official national landmark.” 

The museum is open during con- 
struction. For more information on the 
museum’s progress, contact Mark Cox, 
Liberty Memorial Association, P.O. Box 
411475, Kansas City, MO 64141, (816) 
784-1942 or visit the Web site at www.li- 
bertymemorialmuseum.org. o 
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